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neighbourhood plans are a fairly recent innovation, introduced under the 2011 localism

act, and designed to enable communities to have a direct say in how their area is

developed. They do not override planning policies already set in place by local authorities,

but can guide how these are interpreted locally. They can also influence future reviews of

those higher level policies. 

Parish councils, whether so named or not, are

generally the bodies responsible for

formulating and introducing neighbourhood

plans. Salisbury City Council is a parish council,

and whether it should seek such a plan for

Salisbury has been discussed for some time

now. Because it is a particularly large parish,

there are practical questions which would

need to be asked at the outset – would there

be one plan for the city, or several, and if the

former option was chosen, would the plan

cover all the possible aspects of such a

document? It might for instance be possible

to have a plan which focused in particular on

housing, and said little about employment

and leisure, which feature highly in many

plans already adopted elsewhere.

The City Council has now launched a

neighbourhood plan process, with an

inaugural meeting, described as a 'kick-off

session', on January 29th, which anyone

interested in the subject was invited to

attend. Several Society committee members

were there. The first quoted aim was 'making

Salisbury a better place to live, work and

visit', wording not dissimilar to that used by

the former Salisbury Vision when it launched

more than ten years ago. Similar wording no

doubt cropped up in previous ‘vision’

exercises which didn't even get as far as the

late lamented one. So a neighbourhood plan

might be seen as a reinterpretation of a long

familiar theme, but its status within the

planning system may finally deliver

something with a long-term impact.

The January 29th meeting was given a general

introduction to what neighbourhood plans

were about, with those attending asked to

say what they thought the city needed. There

was a considerable focus on the design of

buildings, using examples which did not

always seem to have a very direct relationship

with, or relevance to, Salisbury. What the

meeting did not really do was establish how

precisely matters move forwards from here.

Producing a neighbourhood plan will not be

cheap, and the precise extent of City Council

commitment remains unclear, for the time

being anyway.

For a body such as the Civic Society, which

takes enhancing the general well-being of the

city (and south Wiltshire generally) as its

overall remit, with of course a focus on some

aspects more than others, a neighbourhood

plan has to be something to be taken

seriously, and as far as possible to be

involved in. How such involvement will play

out, over the two or three years which

production of a plan will inevitably take,

remains to be seen.

regrettably, we have to convey to members

the news that former society chairman roy

dixon died on January 22nd, in amesbury.

Roy had a distinguished army career, starting

in WWII when he served in a tank regiment,

during and after the Normandy landings.

Subsequently he had various roles, most

notably as director of Army Aviation. After

leaving the army he served as chapter clerk

at St George's Chapel at Windsor Castle. He

then moved to the Salisbury area, where he

lived in the Borough at Downton. He became

Civic Society chairman in 1991, before

passing on the role to David Allen in 1997.

Roy's involvement was particularly welcome,

as the first chairman, Mike Cowan, stood

down after completing an agreed three

years, and there was then a period without a

chairman proper, with the vice-chairman,

Dick Low, standing in. The 1991 Report

covered Roy's arrival – 'He surveyed our small

manpower, studied our paltry resources, and

by smart generalship made the most of our

powers'. The report recorded one notable

instance of this, a major exercise in

responding to a report on issues affecting the

Cathedral Close, masterfully led by Roy.

The 1997 Report summarised various

achievements in the following years, not least

stewardship of the Society's newsletter, aided

by a facility with words which had enabled

Roy to produce an army guide to writing good

English. He handled the odd difficult issue

with ease, for instance needing to propitiate

Mill Road residents alarmed by the Society's

support for road re-arrangements ahead of

pedestrianising most of the High Street. As is

often the case, the dire consequences they

were anticipating never showed themselves.

The Society has been immensely fortunate in

the calibre of chairmen it has been able to

attract, and Roy's tenure was no exception. We

feel very grateful for what he achieved. Jennie

Hoare, whose husband Rodney was the

Society's first secretary, knew him personally

and has written this memory of him:

'I have very pleasant personal memories of

Roy. He and my husband Rodney were old

Hayleyburians and we travelled together to an

Old Boy's reunion in Roy's very warm car to

this totally unheated establishment - the

journey was the best part of the day! He was a

genial, generous and very kind host, helped in

his entertaining by two delightful female chefs.

On one occasion they failed to turn up (a mix-

up of dates), so Roy's excellent organisational

skills and total lack of fuss resulted in an

(almost) equally delicious lunch, at very short

notice and for several people, in the local

Downton hostelry. He was obviously a loyal

customer they were anxious not to lose!'

The Society was represented at Roy's

memorial service, in Amesbury parish church,

by Dame Rosemary Spencer and Alastair Clark.

Roy Dixon Salisbury Neighbourhood Plan

The Next Plaque - John Marsh

John Marsh (1752-1828) was a notable English composer, who spent some of his career in

Salisbury. His journals run to 37 volumes, and give very valuable insights into the musical

life of the period. Preceded by a concert of his music in the Guildhall, the unveiling of a

blue plaque to him will take place outside 49 High Street, one of his homes in Salisbury, on

Sunday 8th July, at 6.15pm. There will be further information in the June magazine.

Mystery Visit

Wendy English will be organising another mystery visit this year, on Wednesday August

22nd. Lack of details will appear in the June magazine.
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Fictitious doors featured strongly in the first iteration of the McCarthy & Stone development

in Castle Street/Endless Street, creating frontages which pretended to be historic houses when

they were neither historic, nor active functioning houses. The approved scheme is much more

honest, and seeks to counter the completely inward-looking nature of the dwellings by

switching uses round, so that the ground floor on Castle Street can be given more of a

shopfront look, with cafés and communal activities taking place behind the windows.

To be fair, both the Rollestone Street elevation of the bus station development and the one in

Endless Street are by no means the worst we’ve ever seen locally when it comes to this sort

of approach to design. The Endless Street one in particular benefits by rising to a parapet

rather than eaves, mirroring something often seen in genuine Georgian buildings. The

brickwork is respectable even if window arches, where they’re not in artificial stone, don’t use

proper gauged bricks (which they could have done – very convincing arches can be bought as

a single unit). Windows and doors may not be set well back behind the face of the wall as they

would be in genuine Georgian buildings, but they are at least in timber. Venture beyond the

street frontages, and plastic breaks out all over. This material was originally sought for the

whole development, and the planners deserve some credit for insisting on something a bit

more genuine for the public face of the scheme.

civic society members are familiar with hadrian cook as someone who contributes to the

understanding and protection of our environment both in his role as a valued society

committee member and more widely, notably via the harnham Water Meadows Trust. 

The new development of retirement flats on the former bus station site shows the typical

approach for such things in central salisbury in recent years – unashamedly neo-

traditional. This can mean having doorways in the elevations to the streets, to try to give

an authentic look, but the real access to flats being mainly via internal courtyards. The bus

station development doesn’t go in for this in a big way, but it does have this doorway on

rollestone street, seen on the left. its true nature is only clear from a photo taken during

construction, shown on the right. This is a door which by definition will never open, and

the interaction with the street which it suggests is a fiction.

When is a Door not a Door? New Forest – The Forging of a Landscape by Hadrian Cook

Windgather Press 232p 

ISBN 9781911188193 

£34-99 (recommended price)

In this book, he draws on his academic

expertise and passion for ecology to throw

new light on the development of the New

Forest over time, seen both in its global

context and from the viewpoint of social and

economic history. The book is attractively

presented, with well-chosen illustrations,

including several beautiful photographs by

the author.

The book aims to develop four critical themes

through time: the shaping of the natural

environment from human prehistory; human

intervention through natural resource

management; governance and management

of the forest over time, stressing pressures on

resources and attempts at the exclusion of

certain social groups; and policies and

designations to conserve the New Forest. 

These are weighty themes, and the author

draws on a substantial research base in

exploring them, leading ultimately to a

powerful call to arms to preserve this unique

asset for posterity. 

The book is rightly uncompromisingly

scholarly, and the reader needs to come to

terms with novel language (e.g. purpresture,

podzolization) as well as new concepts. But

the work is suffused by the author’s love of a

landscape which he knows intimately; just as

the seriousness of his message and the

academic rigour of the narrative are

balanced by flashes of wit and anecdotes

which bring the past to life.

At the end of each chapter, Hadrian Cook

provides a helpful summary of conclusions.

After tracing the threats and triumphs of the

New Forest’s turbulent history, his final

The irony of history is that the Crown Estate is

a close thing to nationalised land, and recent

efforts to privatise woodlands fell foul of

media and public opinion. This governmental

debacle almost certainly leaves the forest as a

common property resource, no longer for

hunting, nor for intensive timber production,

but for visitor appreciation. Time will tell. But

the portents for the New Forest National Park

look good.”

Lis Woods

conclusion is positive: “The present position is

that we value the New Forest for being a

largely medieval landscape, for its range of

valuable habits and for its recreations and

amenity values. Production agriculture was

never destined to be a success over much of

the area, because it was selected (one

presumes) as a playground for the King and his

retinue, where manorial returns were poor.
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The top photo on the opposite page was taken on october 24th last year, and shows a

particularly fine copper Beech tree in a private garden on the north side of avon approach,

between castle street and the central car park. it could be viewed from a wide area and

was, for example, a focus for the view from Bourne hill looking down along Bedwin street.

a month previously, an application had been submitted to fell the tree, on the grounds

that it was diseased. The society objected, but the outcome was as seen below right, in a

photo taken on February 6th. in the days before this the limbs had been lopped off one by

one, presumably prior to felling of the now manageable residue.

A Lost Tree

Possible visit to Bristol, Tuesday September 11th

Members are asked to let Brenda Hunt know if they would be interested in coming on this

visit, before April 4th or after April 20th – brendahunt@clara.co.uk, or 01722 322657. 

The visit will be hosted by the Bristol Civic Society, following a visit to Salisbury which we

organised for them last year. The cost for members, to include train travel, is likely to be

around £25.

The submitted application was of a type

dealing with ‘trees in conservation areas’, to

which the only council response which can

prevent a tree being felled is the serving of a

Tree Preservation Order. In this particular

case it has to be assumed that while the tree

certainly merited such an order, its diseased

condition made one impractical.

Had a TPO already been in place, the same

consideration would still have applied, and

the outcome would probably have been

consent for the felling. The crucial difference,

however, is that the TPO would have enabled

the council to allow the felling on condition

that a replacement tree was planted. Without

a TPO, no such stipulation can be made.

The tree is specifically shown in a plan in the

Salisbury Conservation Area Appraisal

document as being an important one, and the

lack of a TPO is due to the absence of any

overall strategy or policy for trees within the

city, including assessing and serving TPOs

when they are clearly needed. Trees define

spaces and frame views, as well as providing

screening, shade and habitat for wildlife, and

helping to regulate air quality. The continuing

loss of tree cover within the city over recent

years, and the lack of replanting in private as

well as public spaces, are both of great

concern, as is the woeful lack of adequate tree

officer resources and professional landscape

advice within Wiltshire Council, something

which can be demonstrated by reference to

other local authorities in neighbouring areas.

Given current pressures on council funding,

no increase in such resources can realistically

be expected. A largely voluntary exercise in

assessing trees, and pushing for TPOs where

they are clearly needed, may be the only

option. Work starting this summer to develop

an overall tree strategy for Salisbury, led by

Salisbury Area Greenspace Partnership for

the Salisbury Air Quality Management Group,

may provide an opportunity for this.

Meanwhile, Salisbury will be the poorer for the

loss of this tree, with any replacement for it

entirely at the discretion of the owners of the

land in which it sat.
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on 9 november Ed Garman gave a detailed talk on the historic Pubs and inns of salisbury.

he started by saying he hoped it wasn’t sacrilegious to talk of inns in a Methodist chapel.

There were instances of two pubs with 

the same names, but usually one of them 

lay outside the historic city boundary, e.g.

Kings Arms in Fisherton Street from 1831-

2010, now an eastern restaurant. One

landlord, Mr Lonnon, went to court accusing

his wife of stealing from him; it turned out

she was a bigamist. 

Kings Arms in St John Street (1638-2011), now

the Chapter House, was once seven

tenements known as the seven deadly sins. 

Star Inn in Brown Street 1455-2003 (the

present building of the mid C16th), now called

Rai d’ Or (which was its original name) was

once a rough pub. One landlady handed in her

licence to the police before it was confiscated.

Deacons (Fisherton Street) was called the

Star from 1871-1987, and then the Rare Joint

from 1987-1989. 

There were 2 George Inns within the city. On

the corner of Winchester Street and

Rollestone Street was the Old George, from

1625-1963. In its early days the city authorities

tried to get it to use a common brewery, set

up under the Puritan leadership of Mayor

John Ivie. This was not a success. It had a

subsidiary, the Brewery Tap, which continued

until the 1970s under the George’s licence.

Old George in the High Street may have been

a pilgrim’s hostel. It is said Shakespeare and

his players came here to the rear courtyard.

Cromwell slept there and later Samuel Pepys.

In 1967 the lower floor was taken out to

provide an entrance to the Old George Mall

shopping precinct. 

Ed Garman then turned to coaching Inns. A

coach and four needed lots of space to turn

The open Meeting on the Maltings on november 21st was felt to be a great success, with

a presentation which outlined a potentially very interesting scheme, and a lot of positivity

about the whole event. after it, members for whom we hold email addresses received a

four page account of what the meeting was told, based on a recording of it, and a one page

summary. if any members for whom we don't have an email address would like a printed

copy of one or both accounts, please phone richard deane on 07974 140888.

Given the availability of the accounts, it is not

proposed to go into any details of the

scheme here. Since the meeting no further

information has been received, apparently

because the signing of a commercial

agreement between Wiltshire Council and

the developers has been the priority. 

This means that the images shown at the

meeting, or any more developed versions 

of them, have still not been released for

public consumption. The consultation

exercise which we were told would be part of

the project has not yet been formally

launched, though we have been given an

email address for the architects, to which 

any comments can be sent at this stage. 

If any members would like to put comments

in, please send them to us, via

development@salisburycivicsociety.org.uk,

and we will pass them on.

We have invited the architects to present any

more developed versions of the scheme to

the Development Committee, should they

wish to do so. We have also made the case

for the scheme to go through a process 

of independent design review, before 

an application is submitted. This is a 

well-established procedure, whereby

disinterested outsiders with relevant skills

see and make comments on a scheme prior

to it being finalised. The local version was

terminated when Wiltshire Council abolished

the former Salisbury Design Forum,

established under the District Council, but

there are regional and national review

panels, whose involvement here could be

very useful.

The Open Meeting was told that a planning

application was anticipated before the end of

the summer, but given the amount of work

needed to produce a detailed scheme from

the outline version seen at the meeting, and

the time needed for consultation if it is to be

sufficiently wholehearted, this seems

increasingly unlikely. We hope that the June

magazine will be able to include details which

show the scheme in a much more fully

realised form.

So which is the oldest pub? Contenders are

the rear of the Red Lion built 1220, the Rai d

Or (current building C16th but historic

features are lacking), and the Queens Arms

on the opposite corner, whose north range is

C14th and the remainder C15th. 

The Cloisters, on the corner of Catherine Street

and Ivy Street, dates from the C14th but it is

Historic Pubs and Inns of Salisbury

The Maltings Development

not known when it became a pub. The Rose

and Crown at Harnham is C14th, with its

south side C16th. It was never a coaching inn;

lying outside the city gates travellers would

stay there after the gates had closed. 

The question of which is the oldest pub

remains, for the present, unanswered.

Judy Howles

around, so coaching inns were on corners

with entrances from both streets. One

example was The Chough, formerly in Blue

Boar Row and Castle Street. The earliest

record of this is 1626, and the name comes

from the birds on the arms of Thomas à

Becket. Its large upper room was once used

as a saleroom.

Interestingly there is no record of the Red

Lion Hotel by name before 1752. The rear

building predates this but was part of the

White Bear, last heard of in 1749. The Red

Lion contained the post office and was

previously known as Red Lion and Cross Keys.

We were told about pubs with interesting

stories. The coaching inn the Three Swans in

Winchester Street was involved with the

common brew house, and hosted cock

fighting. By 1894 it had become a

temperance hotel.

The Duchess of Albany on the Market Place

was two doors down from where the fish 

and chip shop now is. Five suicides took 

place there. 

The Swan Inn Harnham was next to the

bridge. Its landlord drowned in a beer barrel.

It was rebuilt and relocated in 1905 (now

called the Grey Fisher).

At the Black Horse in Castle Street (now

closed) there was a death from scalding

when a brewer’s assistant fell into boiling vat

of beer. 

There were some unusual names: the Noah’s

Ark in Milford Street, the Queen and

Plasterers Arms in Ivy Street, the Dust Hole

on Tollgate Road. This has two official names.

It is also the Railway Inn. 
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one of the questions most frequently

received by the society in recent years is

'what's happening with those abandoned

buildings in castle street?'. an answer to

this, beyond 'We've tried to find out but the

owners won't tell us', is finally in sight.

The buildings in question run from the former

post office, at the corner of Castle Street and

Chipper Lane, up to the building just south of

what is now Qudos, with boarded up windows.

In 2008 an application was approved to move

the post office to the northern end of the site,

and turn the southern half into a boutique

hotel, for the ABode group. One of the

buildings, of no particular interest, would be

demolished and rebuilt in a relatively

contemporary style. The Society welcomed the

general principle of the whole scheme.

What has happened since then is apparent

from a quick look – the post office has closed,

making the emptiness of the whole range

complete. ABode proved reticent in the

extreme as to what they planned to do,

though renewal of the permission, by

another application in 2012, showed that

they hadn't lost interest. That permission

then lapsed in 2015.

No further action or information came, until

a few weeks ago, when signs were put up by

a firm called Landmark Estates, of Ringwood.

The Society made contact, leading to an

opportunity for the Development Committee

secretary to meet someone from the firm on

site, to have a look round and learn what the

idea is now. ABode have abandoned their

plan for a boutique hotel, and Landmark

have an agreement to buy the buildings from

them, subject to getting planning permission

for a different approach. A mainly residential

scheme is now proposed, with some

commercial use on the ground floors on the

southern part of the site. Most of the rest will

be flats. One building will still be demolished,

though with a more pastiche approach to 

its rebuild.

Both the former post office and the Georgian

house to its north are listed, as indeed are the

railings and K6 phone boxes in front of the

latter (see back cover). Landmark have a

historic buildings expert on board, well known

to the local conservation officers through

involvement in the Salisbury conservation

area appraisal process. The firm seem

committed to producing a scheme that

respects the buildings, and will present their

proposals to the March meeting of the

Development Committee. They hope to be

able to submit an application in early summer.

There does therefore finally seem to be some

movement on these long-forlorn buildings.

While some will regret the abandonment of

the boutique hotel idea, residential is the

obvious other option, and should generate

the funds needed for a wholesale upgrade of

the site.

Empty buildings in Castle Street

on Wednesday 24 January the civic society put on a unique film screening in st John’s

Place, lower Bemerton, for both members and non-members. some 52 people turned up

to see a major new collection of rare archive films charting the history of the uK’s railways

up to the end of the age of steam. a nostalgic and evocative collection of films marketed

by the independent cinema office (ico) documented not just the glories of the railway,

but also the changing social, political and economic climates of the early 20th century.

It began with a dream-like hand-tinted silent

film of 1898, in which a camera was attached

to the front of a locomotive entering Conway

Castle. This was followed by the earliest film

kiss held by the British Film Institute National

Archive - a stolen smooch aboard an 1899

steam train, intended as a comic filler

sequence in one of the ‘phantom ride’ films

popular in Victorian cinema. We then jumped

nearly 40 years to show four famous trains –

the Royal Scot, Flying Scotsman, Cornish

Riviera and Golden Arrow – in action. World

War 2 bomb damage and investment cuts

left the railways in a parlous state, and a 1947

film compared the situation in the UK with

the almost equally dire one in the USA. In

1954 the Elizabethan Express was filmed on

its non-stop 393 mile journey from Kings

Cross to Edinburgh. This was exciting high-

speed stuff, but nothing like as impressive as

the 6 minute hurtle in 1962 from London to

Birmingham, in which an impassive driver,

deep in concentration, seemed oblivious to

the scenery flashing past at 960 mph!

I was working myself for British Rail during

the severe winter of 1962-3, undertaking a

goods wagon census for Dr Beeching, and

was trapped for a whole day by heavy snow

in a railway hostel in South Wales. So it was

particularly nostalgic for me to see the Oscar-

nominated Snow, filmed just as a thaw was

beginning. It showed, almost lyrically, how

railway staff battled the blizzards. 

Finally, as the last steam train crossed the

Pennines, Sir John Betjeman began to

Britain on film: Railways

reminisce in prose and verse to the strains of

the Edwardian music-hall song 'Watching the

trains go out'. He recalled the great trains of

old and looked forward to railways for ever as

he moved through a photographic exhibition.

There have been many famous films

featuring trains in Britain, from feature films

such as The Lady Vanishes to documentaries

such as Night Mail. This compilation avoided

everything that might have smacked of

cliché. Even the Betjeman – though it can be

viewed on YouTube – cannot easily be

bought. The ICO showed not only the trains

themselves in all their magnificent

complexity, but railwaymen at work, driving,

shovelling coal, serving meals, maintaining

engines and track, doing all the myriad and

often unseen jobs that are needed to keep a

railway system going; and also passengers

eating, talking, admiring the scenery…

Several attendees asked about other films in

the ICO series. These include Rural Life,

showing the beauty and variety of Britain’s

countryside; Black Britain, featuring little-seen

and valuable depictions of black British life on

screen; Coast and Sea, a nostalgic collection of

films from Britain’s gorgeous, varied coast;

LGBT Britain, documenting Britain’s lesbian,

gay, bisexual and transgender history on film;

and South Asian Britain, exploring the rich

history of the South Asian diaspora in

England. If any of these attract you, get in

touch with James Woods or Barrie Sinclair-

Kemp; and if there is a good response we will

put on a similar event next year.

James Woods
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www.salisburycivicsociety.org.uk

after project managing the development of and looking after the day to day operation

of www.salisburycivicsociety.org.uk, i am reluctantly standing down, due to other

commitments.

We are now looking for someone to run the Society website. 

Familiarity with managing simple online content, an internet connection and computer

would be required. Training on WORDPRESS and the Content Management System (CMS)

we use can be provided for anyone interested in the role who is unfamiliar with them. It's

an exceptional opportunity to both refresh and develop skills and to be part of a friendly

team promoting the excellent work of the Society.

Content is passed from the committees for inclusion on the site, and there is a suggestion

of putting together a team to further cross committee communication and to provide

additional support to the website manager. It would be an advantage to have a working

familiarity with social media, Twitter, Facebook etc., but not essential. There will be

someone out there, perhaps not a member of the Society yet, who will be interested in

the workings of websites and I can assure you that this is very much a role that can be

adapted to suit anyone who would be interested in applying.

The site has recently had an extensive overhaul with a reconfigured home page to engage

visitors with easily accessible information. It's a useful tool that can be used as a noticeboard

by all members of SCS and is particularly useful for introducing the Society to anyone who

may be interested in joining. Far easier to jot down www.salisburycivicsociety.org.uk than

search for names and phone numbers! We are gradually putting online application forms

for visits, copies of Salisbury in Detail can be ordered, back issues of the magazine can be

accessed and you can keep up to date with what is going on both currently and find out

about future activities. It is continually developing and it has been my hope that members

will turn to www.salisburycivicsociety.org.uk as their first point of call for information,

reference and keeping in touch.

It has been a privilege to have been so involved with this project. I have discovered much

and learnt a tremendous amount about the city of Salisbury and surrounding area of

South Wilts through the eyes of the Society. If you have any ideas or suggestions, do

please email stephaniedsd@gmail.com or call me on 01722 502575 / 07710 945113 and

I can tell you more.

Stephanie Siddons Deighton
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Empty listed house in Castle Street – now to be rescued?

Former Art College building,
soon to disappear


